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Due Diligence

Helps you manage the risks

Can save you time and money

End user information helps us to help 

you
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The Consolidated Criteria

UNCLASSIFIED
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Criterion 1
International Commitments

Will not issue an export licence if approval 
would be inconsistent with: UN, OSCE, EU 
and national arms embargoes and non-
proliferation agreements.



EU and UN Sanctions Map, Feb 2018
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Criterion 2
Internal Repression

Will not issue an export licence if there is a 
clear risk that the export might be used for 
internal repression or in the commission of 
a serious violation of international 
humanitarian law
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Criterion 3
Internal Conflict

Will not issue licences for exports which 
would provoke or prolong armed conflicts or 
aggravate existing tensions or conflicts in the 
country of final destination.
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Criterion 4
Regional  Stability

Will not issue an export licence if there is a 
clear risk that the recipient would use the 
proposed export aggressively against 
another country or to assert by force a 
territorial claim.
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Criterion 5
National Security 

Will take into account:

(i) the risk of the goods concerned being used 
against UK forces or those of our allies

(ii) the need to protect UK military classified 
information and capabilities.
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Criterion 6
International Community

Will take into account the behaviour of the buyer 
country with regard to the international 
community, as regards in particular to its attitude 
to terrorism, the nature of its alliances and 
respect for international law.
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Criterion 7
Diversion

Will assess the existence of a risk that the 
equipment will be diverted within the 
buyer country, re-exported under 
undesirable conditions or reverse 
engineering 
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Criterion 8
Economic Sustainability

Will take into account whether the proposed 
export would seriously undermine the 
economy or seriously hamper the sustainable 
development of the recipient country.



Data for Standard Individual Export 
Licences (SIELs) granted in 2016 

Top 10 Destinations

Number of licences by value

Value of licence No. of Licences

£10k or less 6,324

More than £10k 6,557

More than £100k 2,237

More than £1m 499

More than £10m 68

More than £100m 10

No. of applications per applicant

No. of applications No. of companies %

1 806 40.7

2-5 603 30.5

6-10 208 10.5

11-20 172 8.7

21-50 131 6.6

51+ 59 3.0



What do we license the most?

Military No. of 

Licences

Non Military No. of 

Licences

Aircraft, components and related 

equipment

2,263 Equipment and software with 

“information security” capability

1,501

Firearms 866 Chemical processing equipment 

(pumps, valves, etc)

472

Electronics (eg, navigation, 

communications)

771 Imaging cameras 411

Bombs, missiles and related equip. 689 Sanctioned goods to Russia 

consisting solely of oil

and gas industry 

equipment/materials

289

Top 4 types of military and non-military goods exported



Reason – Criterion No. Number

1 – UK’s international obligations and commitments under non-proliferation treaties and conventions 162

1 – UK’s commitments and obligations to observe UN, EU or OSCE arms embargoes 62

1 – Existence of national embargoes or policy commitments 7

1 – UK’s obligations under the Ottawa Convention and the 1998 Land Mines Act 0

SUBTOTAL CRITERION 1 231

2 – Risk of use for internal repression 15

3 – Risk of contributing to internal tensions or conflict in the recipient country 3

4 – Preservation of regional stability 2

5 – National security of the UK, of allies, EU member states and other friendly countries 47

6 – Behaviour of the buyer country with regard to the international community 0

7 - Risk of diversion or re-export to undesirable end-users 107

8 – Compatibility of the arms exports with the technical and economic capacity of the recipient country 0

TOTAL * Can be higher as multiple criteria for refusal are used (346 were refused/revoked) 405

Refusals & revocations of SIEL/SITCL applications 

by Criteria (2017) 

346 in total



What would you 

do?



Questions?


